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Handouts

üWater Commissioner Training Manual (2019) 

üIrrigation Water Measurement (Wyoming Pocket Guide)

üWater Rights in Montana 2018

üDraft Implementation Guide for Water Distribution in Montana (2019)

üProblem Sets

Speakers

Dr. Chris Hahn, Constructive Agreement, LLC

Julie Nordlund, Water Master, Montana Water Court

Ben Sudduth, Water Master, Montana Water Court

Matt Norberg, Hydrologist, DNRC Water Resources Division

Mike Roberts, Hydrologist, DNRC Water Resources Division

Jim Beck, Retired DNRC Engineer



On your Smart Phone

1) Go to: Kahoot.it

2) Enter Game PIN

3) Enter Nickname



Why do we train Water Commissioners?  

1989 Montana Legislature MCA 85-5-111

Heightened awareness of water management:

- adjudication ïWater Court Decrees

- drought

- water right hearings





District Court 

Judge
- issues order

Clerk of

District Court
- processes appointment

Water 
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- on-the-ground
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Water Users

DNRC
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- training

Montana Water 

Court
- decree issuance

Key Players

DNRC Examines, Water Court Adjudicates, District Court enforcesé..



What is a 

Water 

Commissioner?

An appointee of the District Court responsible for the 

measurement and delivery of water based upon the priority

of water rights for a specific stream, ditch, reservoir, or 

other watercourse.



Skills Requiredé.



Skills Requiredé

Need outdoor savvy, trained individuals with 
working knowledge of:

- water rights, hydrology, infrastructure        
mechanics, instrumentation, water law, 
collaboration, mediation, basic math, etc.   

like these guys



Typical Water Commissioner:  local, agriculture background, water user (appx. 50%),

has multiple jobs, hands-on*, communication skills

*Other Hands-On Guys

éand this Guy

Beck


